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GRANTING LANDS TO STATE OF WASHINGTON FOR
PARK PURPOSES

JANUARY 15, 1925.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. HILL of Washington, from the Committee on the Public Lands,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 107701

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill
H. R. 10770, granting certain lands to the State of Washington for
public park and recreational grounds, and for other purposes, having
considered the same, report it to the House with the recommendation
that it do pass with the following amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert:
That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed

to issue patent, as hereinafter limited, to the State of Washington, for the following-
described lands: The northeast quarter of the southeast quarter and lot 7, section
32, township 22 north, range 22 east of the Willamette meridian, containing eighty-
two and thirty-six one-hundredths acres, more or less; such lands to be used and
occupied solely for public park and recreational purposes: Provided, That there
shall be reserved to the United States all oil, coal, or other minerals in the land,
and the right to prospect for, mine, and remove the same: Provided further, That
if the grantee shall fail to use the land for park or recreational purposes or shall
devote the same to other uses, the title thereto shall revert to the United States,
and the lands shall be restored to the public domain upon a finding of such failure
by the Secretary of the Interior.

The bill was referred to the Secretary of the Interior for his views
thereon. The Secretary's reply thereon, dated January 9, 1925, to the
chairman of this committee, is herein set out in full for the information
of the House, as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 9, 1925.

Hon. N. J. SINNOTT,
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands,

House of Representatives.

MY DEAR MR. SINNOTT: I have your request for report on H. R. 10770,
granting certain lands to the State of Washington for public park and recre-
ational purposes.
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An application, Waterville 019348, was filed October 13, 1924, in the United
States land office at Waterville, Wash., to have said tracts ordered into market
under the provisions of section 2455, United States Revised Statutes, as amended.
The lands, however, were not ordered into market under said application, and
were temporarily withdrawn in aid of the legislation proposed by S. 3678, by
Executive order dated December 22, 1924, pursuant to the provisions of the act
of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 847), as amended by the act of August 24, 1912 (37
Stat. 497). No vested right was secured by the filing of the aforesaid applica-
tion, and th6 lands are subject to the proposed grant.

It has been the practice in providing for similar grants to require payment
for the lands at the rate of $1.25 per acre, to reserve to the United States all
coal, oil, or other minerals in the land, together with the right to prospect for,
mine, and remove the same, and to provide for forfeiture either for nonuser or
misuser. In order to conform to similar grants, it is suggested that the bill
be amended to read as follows:
"That, upon payment therefor at the rate of $1.25 per acre, the Secretary of

the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to issue patent, as
hereinafter limited, to the State of Washington, for the following-described
lands: The northeast quarter of the southeast quarter and lot 7, section 32,
township 22 north, range 22 east of the Willamette meridian, containing eighty-
two and thirty-six one-hundredths acres, more or less; such lands to be used
and occupied solely for public park and recreational purposes: Provided, That
there shall be reserved to the United States all oil, coal, or other minerals in the
land, and the right to prospect for, mine, and remove the same: Provided further,
That if the grantee shall fail to use the land for park or recreational purposes, or
shall devote the same to other uses, the title thereto shall revert to the United
States and the lands shall be restored to the public domain upon a finding of

•such failure by the Secretary of the Interior."
If amended as indicated, no objection will be interposed to the enactment of

the bill.
Very truly yours,

HUBERT WORK.

A letter from the State highway department consisting of James
Allen, State highway engineer; Louis F. Hart, governor, ex-officio
chairman of the State highway commission; and C. C. Babcock,
State treasurer, chairman of the State parks commission, to Hon.
Wesley L. Jones, United States Senator, with reference to the bill,
is herein set out in full for the information of the House, as follows:

STATE OF WASHINGTON,
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT,
Olympia, December 2, 1924.

Hon. WESLEY L. JONES,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.

DEAR SIR: While constructing State road No. 10 in the vicinity of Rock
Island this department located and developed a very fine spring of good cold
water in the NE. 34 of the SE. 314, sec. 32, Twp. 22 N., R. 22 E., W. M. The
water from this spring is the only pure cold drinking water on State road No. 19
between Wenatchee and Quincy and should be preserved for public use.
On lot 7, sec. 32, Twp. 22 N., R. 22 E., W. M., there is located a fine parking

place for tourists, to which the spring water can easily be piped. The parking
place is also convenient to the famous "picture rocks," to which a large number
of people come each year.
The State highway department, therefore, respectfully requests that you

have lot 7 and the NE. 14 of the SE. 3/4 of section 32, township 22 north, range
22 east, E. M., withdrawn from settlement, location, sale, or entry, and reserved
for public park use.

Respectfully yours,
JAMES ALLEN,

State Highway Engineer.
Louis F. HART,

Governor, ex-Officio Chairman State Highway Commission.
C. C. BABCOCK,

Chairman State Parks Commission.
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